Name Elizabeth Jarvis Johnston 




Graduation year 1 9 35 



Today's date: September 28 1991 

I. Why did you choose to study at MES? 

It was chosen for me by my dear father. I finished grade 12, 
spent a year or so in Switzerland, came home and did what a lot 
of my friends were doing, that useful thing of coming out. We 
were no good for anybody, we did a lot of volunteer work. My 
sister had always wanted to go to MES. This was during the 
depression. My sister was three years younger than I was. And 
father came up to the summer cottage we had rented for a month, 

he came up for the weekend. I had a bow up for the weekend. And 

we had dinner, then he delved into his pocket and he said here is 
your train ticket to Algonquin Park Station, my eyes opened 
widely, and he said, you are now enroled in MES. I didn't say 
boo. Can you imagine a teen ager in this day and age doing this. 
I went to Camp Tanamakoon. I was there for a week. Sprained my 

ankle and they sent me home. It was a great experience and I 

feel awful lucky that father forced me into it... We got a ride 
in each day with father. It was not a disadvantage to not be 
living in the residence. Not a bit. It was up to each 
individual. I lived in Toronto all my life and I had my friends 
here . 

II. What alternatives did you consider? 



III. What are some of your fondest memories of being a student at 
MES? 

The camaraderie that was there. I enjoyed the staff. If I had 
to teach anything. If I had to get a job, though girls did not 
work in those days. I can't think of anything else I would want 
to teach but PE. I could not imagine being cooped up in a class 
and teaching math or something. 

Mary Hamilton had opened the school I think. It used to be art 
and something else. My sister in law, who is quite a bit older 
than I, attended when it was the other kind of school. 

Sterndale Bennett was doing public speaking. "What of the trees? 
The something was made of blue water" I don't know anymore. 

[Mrs. John Creighton] Doesn't ring a bell. 

[Thornton Mustard] Oh yes, he taught psychology. Only one term. 

1 don’t think we learned much psychology. 

[Charlotte Kaulback] Yea. She was married a couple of years 
after I finished. She died not long ago. She was a real stern 
teacher. She was a wonderful teacher. You didn't crack a smile 
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in her class. She taught Swedish gymnastics and figure skating 
at Varsity Arena. 

[Kathleen Peplerl She taught dancing when my sister was there. 

(Charlotte Layton] She knew everything. She was wonderful. She 
could have filled you in with anything under the sun. 

[Student names! (Norah Bannisterl I haven't a clue (Helen 
Cummings] No [Margaret Ferguson] she came from Winnipeg. A very 
nice gal but I have no idea what happened to her. (Some graduates 
received a diploma, others a certificate, do what the difference 
would be?] No, nor do I know what I got (diploma]. (Betty 
Gilcrest] Was the niece of Miss Edgar who ran Camp GlenBurnhart 
where I went to camp as a kid. Miss Edgar was super person. 
[Margaret Gurd] was from Montreal. I don’t know what happened to 
her. (Lucielle Kirk] No (Mary Leask] She was from the west 
somewhere but I don’t have any idea. (Della McFarland] No. [Kay 
Mackenzie] Big. No idea. (Molly Maw] I used to see and she 
lived up in the north part of the city. (MacEvoy) No idea what 
happened to her. (Greta Pawles] I don't even remember the name. 
(Georgie Reed - I have a question mark behind her name.] Keep 
your question mark. Does not ring a bell at all. (Margaret 
Robinson] These are names 1 haven’t thought of in a million 
years. 45 years. I have been a widow for as long as I have been 
married. My husband died 24 years ago just before we would have 
been married 25 years. Makes it kind of rough. I never re- 
married, never wanted to. We had a boy and girl. I am lucky the 
boy is here in Toronto and my daughter lives in Kitchener. 

(Leona Seagram] Leona was first class. Always first. She could 
do anything, physically, mentally, I must say I took second to 
her in the academic part. After I graduated, I guess after I was 
married. The call went out to teach exercise to the probies at 
Sick Kids Hospital. This was the old hospital on College Street. 
Twice a week at four o’clock in the afternoon. They came off 
duty. They had been on since six or seven o'clock. They were 
dead on their feet. The first person I ran into was Leona 
Seagram. Hear I was teaching a person that had been first in my 
class in everything. She came from Barrie. I don't think she 
was related to the Seagram family - distillers. She received the 
gold medal. I had to teach the gold medallists. (Betty Snell! I 
have kept up with though we have not seen each other in a million 
years, and she lives in Ottawa. We exchanged Christmas cards 
until two years ago when I didn't get a card. I heard that she 
had cancer. So I fear that Betty is gone. She married and had 
one child. (Phyllis White] A lot of fun. She came from Barrie 
or somewhere. I haven't seen her. I kept contact with a few. I 
attended a couple of reunions though I am not sure whether they 
were BSS or MES. 



IV. What are some of your worst memories of being a student at 
MES? 



V. With respect to your course work what are some of your 
fondest memories? 

Anatomy classes were quite a few years ago. We were the first 
ones to have anatomy in the medical building. When Miss Hamilton 
was principal of the school. I can remember walking in finding 
the room, opening the door, and there was a stiff laid out. I 
took a deep breath and approached it. Some of the students 
walked in, turned bright green and quickly left. We worked on 
the stiffs. Had to know the body, and we had to know what the 
muscles did. It was a very good thing to have. 



VI. With respect to your course work what are some of your worst 
memor ies? 

We were absolutely exhausted. It was too much in two years. 

They were very busy two years. It was too heavy a course for two 
years. Looking back. You were just dead tired at the end of two 
years. The physical classes and theory classes. About half the 
time was spent in each. And we had two minutes to change from 
our exercise uniform or tunic, a sort of bloomer thing, that you 
wore for Swedish exercises, to get back up to the gym. If you 
were late you were punished in some way. They were very strict 
and you had to move very very quickly. You might have to stay in 
and do something. 

The worst thing was to play ground hockey in Ramsden Park. We 
used to have to lug all our stuff up there and we'ld play till 
the snow fell. I hated it. I didn't like ground hockey anyways. 

VII. What do you remember about the school's principal and board? 



Somers came in 34. 



VIII. How do you think most student's paid for their education at 
MES [summer jobs, parents paid....]? 

I think it would be about 50/50 in terms of pub ic/pr i vate 
schools . 

IX. In what ways have you kept in touch with alumnae of MES? 



X. What kind of work / vo 1 unteer activities did you do as a 
result of your education at MES? 

I taught at Mildreds which is now St Mildred's Lightborn in 
Oakville. I taught there for two years. I lived on Spadina road 




just south of St. Clair and I walked up and down those steps at 
Casa Loma down to St. Mildreds and those steps at the end of the 
day were quite something. After that I taught at my old school 
BSS for six years. I was married when I was there, in March and 
finished off the year. It was after that that I taught the 
probies a sick kids hospital. 



XI 



No. 



Did you 
Why? 



pursue further education following MES? Where? 



Just being a mother. I learned a lot doing that 



XII. PERSONAL BACKGROUND: 

A. Your year of birth: 19 13 

Your country of birth: Canada 



B. 

C. 

D. 

E. 



Toronto, 



Country of mother’s birth: 
Country of father’s birth: 



Newfoundland 



Canada 



When you entered MES what occupations did your parents 
have? 



Mother's occupation: 



Homemaker 



Father’s occupation: Bought a farm at Lom e Park 

which we travelled to bv horse and ca rriage back — LH 

1913 when I was six months old. I was born i n a — house. 

on Russel Hill Road - it was the only h ouse on the 

street and is a rather prestigious stree t today. My. 

grandmother built a house on Yong e Street, why — I — w 1 1 1 .. 

never know. Between Roxborough and M acpherson — A ve _. I_L 

was considered the most beautiful an d authentic. 

Georgian House in the citv. We used to come — j_n — fro m. 
the farm and rent somewhere in the vicinity oX 
Roxborough so we could be near her. Her house — was a , 
funeral home and looks exactly the same except — the x 
took the green fence down. 



Where were you living before coming to 



MES? 



City: 



Toronto 



Prov ince : 



Ontar i o 



Country : 



Canada 



Which school did you attend prior to entering MES? 
Bishop SS 



What grade (level) did you complete at this school? — \2_ 



pr i vate 



Was this a private or public school? 

H. If you married, which year did you first do so: 19 

Married to: (name) Johnston 

Occupation of husband when married: 

XIII. Would you be interested in receiving a copy of my 

abstract when I complete my study? ve s 

When you are all finished MES students should get a copy of the 
entire paper. We would pay you for it. Don't leave it too long. 
We're getting older. 

Address correct. I am contemplating a move.... in Toronto. 
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Name 



Today's date: 
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Graduation year 1 9 36 



I. Why did you choose to study* at nts." / 
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II. y What alternatives did you consider? 7 J' 
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III. What are some of your fondest memories of being a student at 

MES? ^ / . / _ -; 
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IV. What are some of your worst memories of being a student at 
MES?, / 7 . 7 
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VI. With respect to your course work what are some of your worst 
memor ies? 
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VIII. How do you think most student's paid for their educationrat f 

MES [summer jobs, parents paid....]? 
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IX. In what ways have you kept in touch with alumnae of MES? ' ?ji~ ts ,; 
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XII. PERSONAL BACKGROUND: 



XIII 



Your year of birth: 19 

Your country of birth: 






A 



■? 



A 



Country of mother's birth: 
Country of father’s birth: 
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When you entered MES what occupations did your parents 
have? 



Mother's occupation: 
Father's occupation: 






t Lj£. 



Where were y„au living before coming to MES? 
City: ,/ ^7.^r a. L± 



Pro v i nee : 



' 4 



u> % 






Country: ( / 2-* -* 



Which school did you attend prior to entering MES? 

' f/ - 



St 



iMjA Afrl USlM. 

What grade (level) did you complete at this scho.ol? 

Was this a private or public school? z / ^ (Z 



If you married, which year did you first do so: 19 



Married to: (name) 



J SUt ^ 



s > l l y — ~~y 

Occupation of husband when married: 7c,>e'/,C‘, £/_ 
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Would you be interested in receiving a copy of my . 
abstract when I complete my study? . A A . / fi f A s * .. zla 



Could you list other addresses than from the class of 39, and 41, 
or do you know of MES students who have passed on? From 1936 I 
have addresses and corre spondance from Helen Fiebig, Margaret 
Ross, Eleanor Keyes, Barbara McAreal, Netta Morrison, and Murial 
Sinclair. In total I have heard from 70 graduates. , // 

Al cQ // - A / 7 " c 
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Maiden Name 



Today's date: 







Graduation year 19 ^^ 



1 99i- ^ 



t/ 

I* Why did you choose to study at MES? 

® jvs-a-iJ //z c/l/yjita . / AWt* /&. 

fovutffcet -fit Pt^cucz aU> £$£>.*. 

'fb ^(. J^ /£? ± *<j$<± 2££ 'tJ /^ J tt'Tto a.'J/'laAu.tijts. 

II. What alternatives did you consider? 

' ULL- 



III. What are some of your fondest memories of being a student at 
MES? 




IV. What are some of your worst memories of being a student at 
MES? 

yp y 
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7LA 



V. With respect to your course work what are some of your 
fondest memories? 

/ 7 ^ “ 



»*> , 1 



VI. With respect to your course work what are some of your worst 
memor ies? 

(.'/a/ f UOX / U* xJf/r-z*-/ 

Aa*-?x / 
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VII. What do you remember about the school's principal and board? 
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VIII. How do you think most student's paid for their education at 
MES [summer jobs, parents paid....]? 



j6/U/ . £ TltU^ 



(jLL 



IX. In what ways have you kept in touch with alumnae of MES? 

£> $ Cfckui/ Zis/a.i/ /A 

X. What kind of work/vol unteer activities did you do as a 
result of your education at MES? 

•-X^vC A X/, .'/ i <- >_:/ ° 
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XI. Did you pursue further education following MES? Where? 
Why? 

C- X 7 /Is-ttAlL- o^ 7 ’ A'C'ztse: 

—A. 
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XII. PERSONAL BACKGROUND: 



A. 

B. 

C. 

D. 

E. 



F. 



G . 



Your year of birth: 1 9 

Your country of birth: 



Country of mother's birth: ( *6 /i/C/Yx - 

CsL 



Country of father's birth: 



When you entered MES what occupations did your parents 
have? 



Mother's occupation: 
Father's occupation: 
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Where were you living before coming to MES? 

Si 



City: 









Province : 



Z/ . 

t 



Country: 



'y 

S ^ — ' 



Which school did you attend prior to entering MES? 

-r 7 r?~ - 

What grade (level) did you complete at this school? 



Was this a private or public school? 



& 



H. If you married, which year did you first do so: 1 9 ZT5 1 



Married to: (name) 



Occupation of husband when married: 



XIII. Would you be interested in receiving a copy of my 
abstract when I complete my study? 

Could you list other addresses than from the class of 39, and 41, 
or do you know of MES students who are deceased? In total I have 
heard from 68 graduates. 
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